
 

 

Whales on Stilts 

by M.T. Anderson (J ANDERSON) 

Racing against the clock, shy middle-school 

student Lily and her best friends, Katie and   

Jasper, must foil the plot of her father's       

conniving boss to conquer the world using an 

army of whales. 

 

Mr. Popper’s Penguin by Richard Atwater 

(J ATWATER) 

The unexpected delivery of a large crate     

containing an Antarctic penguin changes the 

life and fortunes of Mr. Popper, a house painter 

obsessed by dreams of the Polar regions. 

 

The Indian in the Cupboard  

by Lynne Reid Banks (J BANKS) 

A nine-year-old boy receives a plastic Indian, a 

cupboard, and a little key for his birthday and 

finds himself involved in adventure when the 

Indian comes to life in the cupboard and      

befriends him. 

 

Through My Eyes  

by Ruby Bridges (JB BRIDGES) 

Ruby Bridges recounts the story of her         

involvement, as a six-year-old, in the            

integration of her school in New Orleans in 

1960. 

 

The King of Murder  

by Betsy Byars (J BYARS) 

Herculeah meets a murder mystery writer, and 

has the uneasy feeling that he knows more 

about murder than he should. 

Room One:  A Mystery or Two 

by Andrew Clemens (J CLEMENTS) 

Ted Hammond, the only sixth grader in his small 

Nebraska town's one-room school, searches for 

clues to the disappearance of a homeless family. 

 

BFG by Roald Dahl (J DAHL) 

Kid snatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big 

Friendly Giant), who spends his life blowing   

happy dreams to children, Sophie concocts with 

him a plan to save the world from nine other    

man-gobbling cannybull giants. 

 

The Lemonade War  

by Jacqueline Davies (J DAVIES) 

Evan and his younger sister, Jesse, react very    

differently to the news that they will be in the 

same class for fourth grade and as the end of   

summer approaches, they battle it out through 

lemonade stands, each trying to be the first to earn 

100 dollars. Includes mathematical calculations 

and tips for running a successful lemonade stand. 

 

26 Fairmount Avenue 

by Tomie dePaola (J DEPAOLA) 

Children's author-illustrator Tomie De Paola    

describes his experiences at home and in school 

when he was a boy. 

 

Because of Winn-Dixie  

by Kate diCamillo (J DICAMILLO) 

Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first 

summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the 

good things that happen to her because of her big 

ugly dog Winn-Dixie. 

 The Dream Stealer 

by Sid Fleischman (J FLEISCHMAN) 

A plucky Mexican girl tries to recover her 

dream from the Dream Stealer who takes her to 

his castle where countless dreams and even 

more adventures await. 

 

Island of the Aunts  

by Eva Ibbotson (J IBBOTSON) 

As they get older, several sisters decide that 

they must kidnap children and bring them to 

their secluded island home to help with the 

work of caring for an assortment of unusual sea 

creatures. 

 

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi  

by Rudyard Kipling (J 398.2 BE) 

A courageous mongoose thwarts the evil plans 

of Nag and Nagaina, two big black cobras who 

live in the garden. 

 

The 6th Grade Nickname Game  

by Gordon Korman (J KORMAN) 

Eleven-year-old best friends Jeff and Wiley, 

who like to give nicknames to their classmates, 

try to find the right one for the new girl        

Cassandra, while adjusting to the football coach 

who has become their new teacher. 

 

Rules  

by Cynthia Lord (J LORD) 

Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve

-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence 

but her world is further complicated by a   

friendship with an young paraplegic. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Willoughbys by Lois Lowry (J LOWRY) 

In this tongue-in-cheek take on classic themes 

in children's literature, the four Willoughby 

children set about to become "deserving      

orphans" after their neglectful parents embark 

on a treacherous around-the-world adventure, 

leaving them in the care of an odious nanny. 

 

Invasion of the Road Weenies and Other 

Warped and Creepy Tales  

by James Lubar (J LUBAR) 

A collection of thirty-five stories featuring 

such horrors as a monstrous Halloween       

costume, a midnight visit to a graveyard, and a 

hearing-impaired genie. Includes author's 

notes on how he got his ideas for these stories. 

 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH  

by Robert O’Brien (J O’BRIEN) 

When a little field mouse falls ill, his mother, 

Mrs. Frisby, seeks help from the other animals 

and discovers a secret laboratory. 

 

My Dog May Be a Genius  

by Jack Prelutsky (J 811.54 PR) 

Have you encountered an underwater march-

ing band, a pig in a bathing suit, a pet     

orangutan, or a witch in a hardware store? You 

will have, once you've read collection of po-

ems. 

 

Hoboken Chicken Emergency  

by Daniel Pinkwater (J PINKWATER) 

Arthur goes to pick up the turkey for    

Thanksgiving dinner but comes back with a 

260-pound chicken. 

Lighthouse Family Series  

by Cynthia Rylant (J RYLANT) 

Heartwarming stories and adventures about        

animals who form a family in a lighthouse.   

 

Spaceheadz by Jon Scieszka (J SCIESZKA) 

On his first day at Brooklyn's P.S. 858, fifth-grader 

Michael K. is teamed with two very strange stu-

dents, and while he gradually comes to believe they 

are aliens who need his help, he has trouble con-

vincing anyone else of the truth.   

 

Eggs  by Jerry Spinelli (J SPINELLI) 

Mourning the loss of his mother, nine-year-old  

David forms an unlikely friendship with independ-

ent, quirky thirteen-year-old Primrose, as the two 

help each other deal with what is missing in their 

lives. 

 

The Mysterious Howl 

by Maryrose Wood (J WOOD) 

Fifteen-year-old Miss Penelope Lumley, a recent 

graduate of the Swanburne Academy for Poor 

Bright Females, is hired as governess to three 

young children who have been raised by wolves 

and must teach them to behave in a civilized    

manner quickly in preparation for a Christmas ball. 
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