
The Book of Three  

by Lloyd Alexander  (J ALEXANDER) 

Taran, the Assistant Pig-Keeper to a famous oracular sow, 

sets out on a hazardous mission to save Prydain from the 

forces of evil. 

 

Whittington 

by Alan Armstrong  (J ARMSTRONG) 

Whittington, a feline descendant of Dick Whittington's 

famous cat of English folklore, appears at a rundown   

barnyard plagued by rats and restores harmony while    

telling his ancestor's story. 

 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda  

by Tom Angleberger (J ANGLEBERGER) 

Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends  describe their actions 

with a paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird 

classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether  or not 

the puppet can really predict the future.  Includes          

instructions for making Origami Yoda. 

 

The Dark Is Rising  

by Susan Cooper (J COOPER) 

This night will be bad and tomorrow will be beyond imag-

ining. It's Midwinter's Eve, the day before Will's eleventh 

birthday. But there is an atmosphere of fear in the familiar 

countryside around him. Will discovers that he has the 

power of the Old Ones, and that he must embark on a 

quest to vanquish the terrifyingly evil magic of the Dark. 

 

Up Close:  Bill Gates 

by Marc Aronson    (JB GATES) 

Born in 1955 to a time when no one owned a computer, 

Gates had grand ideas for the future and developed the 

computer software industry giant Microsoft, becoming the 

richest man in the world in the process. 

 

The Seer of Shadows by Avi      (J AVI) 

In New York City in 1872, fourteen-year-old Horace, a 

photographer's apprentice, becomes entangled in a plot to 

create fraudulent spirit photographs, but when Horace   

accidentally frees the real ghost of a dead girl bent on re-

venge, his life takes a frightening turn. 

 

 

Tuck Everlasting  

by Natalie Babbit     (J BABBIT) 

A family accidentally stumbles upon a spring with water 

endowing them with the gift of eternal life. Seventy years 

later, without having grown a day older, a young girl       

discovers them and learns their secret. 

 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 

by Frank Baum    (J BAUM) 

After a cyclone transports her to the land of Oz, Dorothy 

must seek out the great wizard in order to return to Kansas. 

 

The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two   

Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy 

by Jeanne Birdsall       (J BIRDSALL) 

While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berk-

shire Mountains, four lovable sisters, ages four through 

twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dis-

may of his snobbish mother. 

 

The Skeleton Man 

by Joseph Bruchac  (J BRUCHAC) 

After her parents disappear and being turned over to her 

strange “uncle,” Molly must rely on her dreams about an old 

Mohawk story for her safety and life. 

 

The Dark Stairs  

by Betsy Byars     (J BYARS) 

The intrepid Herculeah Jones helps her mother, a private 

investigator, solve a puzzling and frightening case. 

 

Dear Mr. Henshaw 

by Beverly Cleary    (J CLEARY) 

In his letters to his favorite author, ten-year-old Leigh     

reveals his problems coping with his parents' divorce, being 

the new boy in school, and generally finding his own place 

in the world. 

 

The Tale of Despereaux 

by Kate DiCamillo    (J DICAMILLO) 

The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of  

unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl 

who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined to 

bring them all to ruin. 

 

 

 

The London Eye Mystery  

by Dowd, Siobhan    (J DOWD) 

When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim disappears from the 

London Eye ferris wheel, the two siblings must work    

together--Ted with his brain that is "wired differently" and 

impatient Kat--to try to solve the mystery of what        

happened to Salim. 

 

Mockingbird  

by Erskine, Kathryn  (J ERSKINE) 

Ten-year-old Caitlin, with Asperger’s Syndrome, struggles 

to understand emotions, show empathy, and make friends 

in school after her older brother is killed. 

 

Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh (J FITZHUGH) 

Eleven-year-old Harriet, who wants to be a writer, writes 

down everything she sees, but alienates her friends in the 

process. 

 

By the Great Horn Spoon  

by Sid Fleischman    (J FLEISCHMAN) 

Jack Flagg, a 12 year-old boy, and Praiseworthy, a butler, 

stow away on a ship bound for California to search for 

gold during the Gold Rush. Many adventures follow. 

 

The Adventures of Marco Polo  

by Russell Freedman   (JB POLO) 

A look at the life of Marco Polo. 

 

Inkheart 

by Cornelia Funke    ( J FUNKE) 

Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father, who     

repairs and binds books for a living, can "read" fictional          

characters to life when one of those characters abducts 

them and tries to force him into service. 

 

Dragon Slippers  

by Jessica Day George (J GEORGE) 

Orphaned after a fever epidemic, Creel befriends a dragon 

and unknowingly inherits an object that can either save or 

destroy her kingdom. 

 

Ida B.  

by Kathleen Hannigan (J HANNIGAN) 

In Wisconsin, fourth-grader Ida B spends happy hours 

being home-schooled and playing in her family's apple 

orchard, until her mother begins treatment for breast        

cancer and her parents must sell part of the orchard and 

send her to public school. 



The Phantom Toll Booth 

by Norton Juster    (J JUSTER) 

A bored young boy, Milo, drives his small electric car 

through a toy tollbooth and finds himself in the Land   

Beyond. A journey through a land where Milo learns the 

importance of words and numbers provides a cure for his 

boredom. 

 

Just So Stories  

by Rudyard Kipling    (J KIPLING) 

Twelve tales concerning the peculiarities of several jungle 

animals. 

 

From the Mixed Up File of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 

by E.L.Konigsburg  (J KONIGSBURG) 

Claudia and her brother run away to the Metropolitan  

Museum of Art, where she sees a statue so beautiful, she 

must identify its sculptor. To find out, she must visit the 

statue's former owner, the elderly Mrs. Basil E.   

Frankweiler. 

 

A Wrinkle in Time  

by Madeleine L’Engle    (J L’ENGLE) 

Meg and Charles Wallace set out with their friend Calvin 

in a search for their father. His top secret job as a physicist 

for the government has taken him away and the children 

search through time and space to find him. 

 

Project Mulberry  by Linda Sue Park      (J PARK) 

While working on a project for an after-school club, Julia, 

a Korean American girl, and her friend Patrick learn not 

just about silkworms, but also about tolerance, prejudice, 

friendship, patience, and more. Between the chapters are 

short dialogues between the author and main character 

about the writing of the book. 

 

Bill Peet:  An Autobiography 

by Bill Peet     (JB PEET) 

The well-known author and illustrator relates the story of 

his life and work. 

 

Read a Rhyme, Write a Rhyme 

by Jack Prelutsky    (J 811.54 PR) 

Invites the reader to finish the first half of a poem,  

prompting participation by providing examples of similar 

poems and rhyming words. 
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The Heavenly Village 

by Cynthia Rylant (J RYLANT) 

Undecided souls who have died while they are not quite 

ready to go to heaven find themselves in the halfway place 

known as the Heavenly Village. 

 

Holes 

by Louis Sachar     (J SACHAR) 

As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they 

attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is 

sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert 

where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new 

sense of himself. 

 

A Drowned Maiden’s Hair:  A Melodrama 

by Laura Amy Schlitz (J SCHLITZ) 

At the Barbary Asylum for Female Orphans, eleven-year-

old Maud is adopted by three spinster sisters moonlighting 

as mediums who take her home and reveal to her the role 

she will play in their seances. 

 

Knuckleheads 

By Jon Scieszka    (JB SCIESZKA) 

Babysitting mishaps, silly pranks, and boyhood stories of 

six brothers are remembered in this amusing memoir. 

 

 

Child’s Garden of Verses by Stevens      (J 821.8 ST) 

A classic collection of poems captures the joy and magic of 

childhood. 

 

The Mysterious Benedict Society  

by Trenton Lee Stewart   (J STEWART) 

After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children 

are selected for a secret mission that requires them to go 

undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very           

Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. 
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