
Beyond Lucky by Sarah Aronson (J ARONSON)  

 

Twelve-year-old Ari Fish is sure that the rare 

trading card he found has changed his luck and 

that of his soccer team, but after the card is 

stolen he comes to know that we make our own 

luck, and that heroes can be fallible. 

 

Kick Off! by Tiki and Ronde Barber (J BARBER) 

 

Inspired by the childhood of NFL superstars 

Tiki and Ronde Barber, Kickoff! is a story about 

teamwork, perseverance, and what it takes to 

be a champion. 

 

Basketball (Or Something Like It) 

by Nora Raleigh Baskin (J BASKIN) 

 

Hank, Nathan, Jeremy, and Anabel deal with the 

realities of middle school basketball, including 

family pressure, a series of coaches with very 

different personalities and agendas, and what it 

means to be a team--and a friend. 

 

The Kid Who Only Hit Homers  

by Matt Christopher (J CHRISTOPHER) 

 

A boy becomes a phenomenal baseball player 

one summer when a mysterious stranger  

resembling Babe Ruth befriends him. 

 

Free Baseball by Sue Corbett (J CORBETT) 

 

Angry with his mother for having too little time 

for him, eleven-year-old Felix takes advantage 

of an opportunity to become bat boy for a minor 

league baseball team, hoping to someday be like 

his father, a famous Cuban outfielder. Includes 

glossaries of baseball terms and Spanish words 

and phrases. 

Ballpark Mysteries #1:  The Fenway Foul-up  

by David A. Kelly and Mark Meyers (J KELLY) 

 

Cousins Mike and Kate are at Boston's Fenway 

Park when the Red Sox's star hitter discovers 

that his lucky baseball bat has been stolen. 

 

Joey Pigza Loses Control by Jack Gantos  

(JPB GAN) 

Joey, who is still taking medication to keep him 

from getting too wired, goes to spend the  

summer with the hard-drinking father he has 

never known and tries to help the baseball team 

he coaches win the championship. 

 

Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner and  

Greg Hargreaves (J GARDINER) 

 

Little Willy hopes to pay the back taxes on his 

grandfather's farm with the purse from a dog 

sled race he enters. 

 

Deep Zone:  A Football Genius Novel  

by Tim Green (J GREEN) 

 

Twelve-year-old football stars Troy White and 

Ty Lewis are eager to face each other in a seven-

on-seven tournament being held at the Super 

Bowl in Miami, unaware that bad choices made by 

members of their families will put both boys in 

danger. 

 

Baseball’s Biggest Bloopers  

by Dan Gutman (J 796.357 GU) 

 

Showcases some of baseball's worst moments 

with true stories of men like Fred Snodgrass, who 

dropped a fly ball in 1912, and Bill  

Buckner, who let an easy grounder dribble 

through his legs to blow the '86 World Series. 

Track Attack (The Gym Shorts Series)  

by Betty Hicks (J HICKS) 

 

With her father standing on the sidelines, 

yelling at the referees at every meet, Jazz 

finds it difficult to concentrate when she gets 

on the track, and so must find the right way to 

express her concerns to him before the next 

big event. 

 

Champ by Marcia Thornton Jones (J JONES) 

 

Together Riley and Champ make a great team. 

But they stand to lose more at the Founders 

Day dog show than a blue ribbon. Could they be 

separated forever? 

 

Breakaway by Andrea Montalbano  

(J MONTALBANO) 

 

When seventh-grade soccer star LJ befriends 

Tabitha, who could not be more different from 

her, LJ learns to curb her competitive nature, 

which has been slowly alienating her friends. 

 

We Are the Ship:  The Story of Negro 

League Baseball by Kadir Nelson  

(J 796.357 NE) 

 

Using an "Everyman" player as his narrator, 

Kadir Nelson tells the story of Negro League 

baseball from its beginnings in the 1920s 

through the decline after Jackie Robinson 

crossed over to the majors in 1947.  

Illustrations from oil paintings by artist Kadir 

Nelson. 



Big Nate Strikes Again by Lincoln Peirce 

(J PEIRCE) 

 

Sixth-grader and self-proclaimed genius Nate 

Wright faces his all-time enemy, Gina, when 

they are paired to work on a research paper 

together and she also gets a position on his 

intramural team. 

 

Lacrosse Firestorm by Stephanie True Peters  

(J CHRISTOPHER) 

 

After his chances of becoming the league's 

top scorer are sabotaged by his nemesis Garry.  

Michael begins to plot his revenge during a 

week-long lacrosse tournament that puts Garry 

on the defensive in more ways than one. 

 

Promises to Keep:  How Jackie Robinson 

Changed America  

by Sharon Robinson (JB ROBINSON) 

 

A biography of baseball legend Jackie  

Robinson, the first African American to play in 

the major leagues, as told by his daughter. 

 

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli  

(J SPINELLI, JPB SPI) 

 

After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's 

life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes 

athletic and other feats which awe his  

contemporaries. 

 

Sports Camp by Rich Wallace (J WALLACE) 

 

Eleven-year-old Riley Liston tries to fit in at 

Camp Olympia, a summer sports camp where he 

is one of the youngest boys. 
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